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humiliating for a nation of India's size and importance to
be dependent upon outside sources.
Imports of machinery and paper are an irritation to some
Indians. They would like to see factories for making
machines and machine tools springing up all over the
country, and a big increase in the number of paper mills.
They argue that in so far as paper is concerned, India has
already had enough experience to prove that she could
make herself self-sufficient. They emphasise with justifiable
pride that in at least one respect India's paper-makers hold
a world lead. It is the only country in the world which
has successfully exploited the use of bamboo fibres for the
job.
So it goes on throughout the entire range of existing
industries and industrial potentials. Discordant voices cry
aloud. Some are impelled by personal interest in particular
trades or facets of national life. Some are motivated by
ideas of prestige. Some are influenced by considerations
of strategy. In the last category, for example, fall the
majority of those who would like to see a large share of
investment in industry devoted to the rapid development
of power-alcohol plants. They advance the wastage of by-
products from the existing sugar factories, and the utilisation
of capacities for making potable liquors which are likely to
become redundant with the spread of prohibition ; but
their impetus comes from the fact that the wheels of India
turn, or fail to turn, on imported petroleum products.
Amongst the clamour of voices for diverting India's
industrial effort in this or that direction are a few which
reiterate, with wisdom and persistence, that whatever goes
by the board, India's cement industry must continue to
enjoy the measure of support it has had from the government
in the past. Easily the most cogent of the reasons put
forward in support of that view is that in the final analysis,
all industrial development will succeed or fail in direct ratio
to the improvement of transport facilities.